
Wednesday Worship 

2nd June 2020 

  

Opening prayers 
  

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

 the love of God, 

 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

 be with you. 
  

 God in Christ has revealed his glory. 

All Come let us worship. 
  

 From the rising of the sun to its setting 

All the Lord’s name is greatly to be praised. 
  

 Give him praise, you servants of the Lord. 

All O praise the name of the Lord! 
  

 Loving God, we have come to worship you. 

All Help us to pray to you in faith, 

 to sing your praise with gratitude, 

 and to listen to your word with eagerness; 

 through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen.  

  

Introduction 
  

Today I’m starting a series of services looking at parables from Mathew’s Gospel. The first is 

the parable of the two house-builders, one wise and one foolish. Jesus often taught using 

parables because stories can help us understand truths that we might not otherwise grasp. 

The parables give us situations we can relate to and imagine ourselves in. This helps us put 

ourselves in the place of the characters and think about how we might act in similar 

circumstances. 

  

Hymn: God is our strength and refuge 

  

Prayers with lighting of a candle 
  

 The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

 The Lord is the strength of my life. 

All The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

 Glory to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit. 

All The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
  

 Here are words you may trust. 

 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead: 
All he is our salvation, our eternal glory. 

 If we die with him we shall live with him; 

All if we endure, we shall reign with him. 

 



 For he has broken the power of death 

All and brought life and immortality to life  

 through the gospel. 

  

1st Reading: 2 Samuel 22.1-20 
  

David spoke to the LORD the words of this song on the day when the LORD delivered him 

from the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul. He said: 

The LORD is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, 

   my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 

my shield and the horn of my salvation, 

   my stronghold and my refuge, 

   my saviour; you save me from violence. 

I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised, 

   and I am saved from my enemies. 
 

For the waves of death encompassed me, 

   the torrents of perdition assailed me; 

the cords of Sheol entangled me, 

   the snares of death confronted me. 
 

In my distress I called upon the LORD; 

   to my God I called. 

From his temple he heard my voice, 

   and my cry came to his ears. 

  

Then the earth reeled and rocked; 

   the foundations of the heavens trembled 

   and quaked, because he was angry. 

Smoke went up from his nostrils, 

   and devouring fire from his mouth; 

   glowing coals flamed forth from him. 

He bowed the heavens, and came down; 

   thick darkness was under his feet. 

He rode on a cherub, and flew; 

   he was seen upon the wings of the wind. 

He made darkness around him a canopy, 

   thick clouds, a gathering of water. 

Out of the brightness before him 

   coals of fire flamed forth. 

The LORD thundered from heaven; 

   the Most High uttered his voice. 

He sent out arrows, and scattered them 

   —lightning, and routed them. 

Then the channels of the sea were seen, 

   the foundations of the world were laid bare 
at the rebuke of the LORD, 

   at the blast of the breath of his nostrils. 
 

 

 

 



He reached from on high, he took me, 

   he drew me out of mighty waters. 

He delivered me from my strong enemy, 

   from those who hated me; 

   for they were too mighty for me. 

They came upon me in the day of my calamity, 

   but the LORD was my stay. 

He brought me out into a broad place; 

   he delivered me, because he delighted in me. 

  

Prayer of response 
  

 Lord, we know that you delight in all your children. 

 In times of distress hear our cry and deliver us we pray, 

 that we may praise you in a broad place. 
All Amen. 

  

Psalm 1 
  

Happy are those 

   who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 

or take the path that sinners tread, 

   or sit in the seat of scoffers; 

but their delight is in the law of the LORD, 

   and on his law they meditate day and night. 

They are like trees 

   planted by streams of water, 

which yield their fruit in its season, 

   and their leaves do not wither. 

In all that they do, they prosper. 

  

Prayer of response 
  

 Lord our God, grant that by study of your word 

 and nourishment by your grace, 

 we may know the happiness of walking the good way 

 where you are always at our side. 

All Amen. 

 

2nd Reading: 1 Peter 2.1-10 
  

Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, insincerity, envy, and all slander. Like 

newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 

salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
  

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s 

sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands 

in scripture: 

‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

   a cornerstone chosen and precious; 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’ 



To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 

   has become the very head of the corner’, 

and 

‘A stone that makes them stumble, 

   and a rock that makes them fall.’ 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
  

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order 

that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his 

marvellous light. 

Once you were not a people, 

   but now you are God’s people; 

once you had not received mercy, 

   but now you have received mercy. 
  

Prayer of response 
  

 Lord, we give you thanks for your great mercy 

 in making us your people and a royal priesthood. 

 Give us grace to follow your word  

 and live lives worthy of our calling. 

All Amen. 

  

3rd Reading: Matthew 7.24-27 
  

‘Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man 

who built his house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on 

that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. And everyone who 

hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his 

house on sand. The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that 

house, and it fell—and great was its fall!’  

  

Prayer of response 
  

 Lord our God,  

 give us the wisdom that hears your words and acts on them, 

 that we may build our lives on solid rock 

 and be kept safe from the storms. 

All Amen. 

  

Hymn: Don’t build your house on the sandy land 

  

Reflection 
 

I’ve been building a house – in fact, this one here. I think it’s a nice house, but I wouldn’t 

really trust it to stay up in a storm. For one thing, it hasn’t got any foundations but just rests 
on top of things and can easily be knocked over. 
 

Houses are very important to us human beings. They are our homes, where we retreat 

from the world and rest. They are places where we prepare for the day ahead. We may live 

there with people or animals we love. A home which isn’t a place of peace and security is a 

terrible thing to us, as is losing our home in some kind of disaster. 



 

The parable about house-building that we’re thinking about today comes at the end of the 

Sermon of the Mount, in which Jesus lays out a whole set of teachings with much authority. 

It’s a very familiar parable but it’s worth looking at it again. As I mentioned earlier, parables 

use situations that are familiar to their listeners and this one is no exception. If you’re like 

me you may imagine Israel as a very dry place but every autumn the autumn storm season 

brought heavy rains, powerful gusty winds and torrential flooding from the mountains into 

the ravines. This was a familiar event to Jesus and his listeners, so they would’ve recognised 

the situation. They could imagine the two houses being battered by a storm, and they 

might’ve shaken their heads at the foolishness of someone not building their house strongly 

enough to withstand it. They might even have made that whistling noise that tradespeople 

sometimes make which means that something expensive is going to happen. 
 

In some ways the wise and foolish builders were very similar. They both realised that they 

needed to build a house, they both started with the same materials and they both managed 

to put a house up. But there were important differences between them. The wise builder 
puts in the hard work of digging down into the bedrock, labouring away to build a place that 

will stand firm. He’s someone who knows that house-building takes work, and a proper 

house that will stand firm and stay strong must be properly rooted.  
 

The foolish builder, however, doesn’t want to put in that work. He thinks building on sand 

will do, after all it can be compacted and levelled enough to let a house stand on it. 

He doesn’t want to put in extra work, so he’s satisfied with something that seems to stand 

up OK. Both builders seem to succeed in their task, as they both end up with houses. 

But then their work is tested and one storm brings down everything that the foolish man 

has built. 
 

So, what is Jesus getting at here? 
 

Having spent a long time teaching on the mountain, Jesus is making the point that although 

listening and believing are a good start, there needs to be more to faith than that. There’s 

no point making notes on what Jesus says and agreeing with his points if we then file them 

away and never put his teachings into practice. Faith needs to lead to action because, as 

James says in his letter, “Faith without works is dead”. 
 

I don’t want to play down the importance of believing in Jesus for our salvation. He must be 

the starting point of everything we do for God and others. Richard Whateley once said, “As 

the flower is before the fruit, so is faith before good works”. So, we need to start from a 

point of believing and what we do needs to grow out of that. 
 

But if we want to build a foundation for our life that will withstand the storms we all have to 

face we need to take action. And we do this by obeying, following and practising our faith. 

In this way we build ourselves up and become stronger and find ourselves working with 

God to build something new. And when we falter or a bit falls off our house Jesus is there 

to help us pick up the pieces and continue building. If our faith is nothing but lip service, 

though, and we haven’t worked on it to make it strong and living, then when trouble comes 

it may all fall apart and leave us looking sadly at a pile of rubble. 
 

It all comes down to how deep our foundations go and whether we’re prepared to put in 
the effort to build something that doesn’t just look good but which will stand firm against 

everything that’s thrown at it. 
 

A challenge, to be sure, but one worth striving for. 

 



 Intercessions 
  

 Gracious God, fountain of all wisdom, 

 we pray for all Christian people; 

 for our leaders in the Church, 

 and for those who teach and guard the faith. 

 May the word of Christ dwell richly in our hearts, 

 and knit us together in the bond of your love. 

 Lord, hear us. 

All Lord, graciously hear us. 
  

 We pray for the leaders of the nations, 

 and for those in authority under them, 

 remembering especially the unrest in the US 

 and asking for wise and good responses 

 that will bring peace and justice for all. 
 Lord, hear us. 

All Lord, graciously hear us. 
  

 We pray for the places where we live, 

 and for those who live and work there with us, 

 especially those cut off and isolated, 

 and all who are worried about easing the lockdown. 

 Speak your word of peace in our midst, 

 and help us to serve one another as Christ has served us. 

 Lord, hear us. 

All Lord, graciously hear us. 

  

 We pray for those who do not believe, 

 and yet long to know you, the very Word of life. 

 Open their ears to hear your voice, 

 and open their hearts to knowledge 

 of your love in Christ. 

 Lord, hear us. 

All Lord, graciously hear us. 
  

 We pray for those bowed down with grief, 

 fear or sickness, especially because of Covid-19. 

 May your living Word bring comfort and healing  

 to all those in need. 

 Lord, hear us. 

All Lord, graciously hear us. 

  

 We give thanks for all those who have died 

 in the faith of Christ 

 and we rejoice with all your saints,  

 trusting in the promise of your word fulfilled. 
 Lord, hear us. 

All Lord, graciously hear us. 
  

  

 



Lord of life, 

All hear our prayer, 

 and make us one in heart and mind  

 to serve you with joy for ever. 

 Amen. 

  

 Gathering our prayers and praises into one,,  

 let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

All Our Father, which art in heaven… 

  

Hymn: My hope is built on nothing less 

  

Closing prayers 
  

 God, you are everything to us, 
 giving us life, 

 filling us with love, 

 and setting us free from sin 

 that we might live in you. 

 Accept the work of our hands this day, 

 give us your peace 

 and renew us in the service of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen.  
  

 We are called and loved by God the Father 

 and kept safe by Jesus Christ. 

 Mercy, peace and love be ours in abundance, 

 from God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

All Amen.  
  

 We go into the world 

 to walk in God’s light, 

 to rejoice in God’s love 

 and to reflect God’s glory. 

All Amen.  
  

 Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 

All in the name of Christ. Amen.  

 

 

 

 
  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

 


