
Prayer Place. 
 

Thank you, Jesus, 
For being bigger than our expectations, 
for loving us more than we can imagine 

and for blessing us more than we deserve. 
You suffered but you did not give up. 

Help us to have courage and help each other 
through life’s ups and downs. Amen 

 
 

Lord Jesus, Messiah, 
Son of the living God 
Have mercy upon us. 

When we are in trouble, save us. 
When we are in danger, protect us 

When we do wrong, forgive us. 
When we forget you,  

lift up our eyes to see you in the world around us. 
May your kingdom come 

and your will be done. 
Amen. 

 
 

A Blessing 
 

May Christ who calls you to take up your cross 
give you strength to bear your own and one another’s burdens. 

May Christ give you grace to grow in holiness 
and to follow him in all the twists and turns of life. 

May the blessing of God our creator 
Redeemer and Giver of life 
be with you always. Amen 
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Annette writes: 

Greetings to you all and hope you are keeping safe and well. 

Since our last newsletter, we have been able to host two marriage 
services in Little Paxton Church and we have three bookings for 
baptisms this autumn. All of these “occasional offices” have to limit 
numbers and face coverings are required, but they can still be deeply 
meaningful occasions for all concerned. Meanwhile gifted artisan bakers 
and cooks have been creating the tastiest picnic hampers over the 
summer (and are planning some for harvest) to sell online and benefit 
various causes connected with Great Paxton Church.  

During lockdown, grant applications were made for funding for a variety 
of projects in all of our churches and we hope to announce some good 
news before too long. And we are now open for live worship as you will 
see on page two – do come along and enjoy the quiet space and gentle 
prayers and readings which we offer.  

Our YouTube services continue both on Sundays which I produce with 
my son Mike, and on Wednesdays which Mel creates for us. We might 
have to scale down the number we do as we move into September, but 
we will let you know if and when things change.  

You will find the links to these YouTube services on our Facebook 
Page: @ThePaxtonsBenefice 

We have to be honest and say that there are many things we just cannot 
offer at the moment. All the social activities, opportunities to meet up and 
share a cuppa, opening up the churches for community use such as the 
Little Paxton Pictures Project at St James.  These are still put on hold but 
there are ongoing discussions about when we might resume some of 
them. Patience is needed but we know lots of folk are missing them. We 
miss you too! 

If you would like a chat at any time, do give me a ring or leave a 
message if I am unavailable. With love and prayers, Annette.  

Telephone: 01480 211048. Email: canonannettereed@gmail.com  
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The Gospel Reading for The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity. 

     Matthew Chapter 16 Verses 21-28 

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid 
it, Lord! This must never happen to you.’ But he turned and said to 
Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; for you 
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’ 

Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those 
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for 
my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole 
world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, 
and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell 
you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they 
see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.’ 

The Collect for the Day. 
God of constant mercy 

Who sent your Son to save us: 
Remind us of your goodness, 
Increase your grace within us, 

That our thankfulness may grow 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Services/Church opening as of Sunday August 30th, 2020. 

Little Paxton: 
Sunday 9.15 - 9.45am: Morning Service with readings and prayers. 

 

Great Paxton: 
 Sunday 10.30 - 11.00am: Morning Service with readings and 

prayers, then open 11.00 - 4.00pm for quiet time/private prayer 
 

Southoe and Diddington Churches  
are both now open daily. 

 Please observe social distancing and use hand sanitizer if 
visiting. 

 

Follow us on Facebook @ ThePaxtonsBenefice 

 Reflections on the Gospel Reading from Annette 
 

After the revelation that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the Living God, 
from last week’s reading, there is a big turn shift in the story. Peter had 
been praised by Jesus. Indeed, he had even just renamed him Peter 
which means simply “rock”. Someone whom he could depend upon. But 
now, what is happening? Jesus is saying to him – ‘get behind me Satan!’ 

Peter has realised who Jesus is – the Son of the living God – but must 
have gone on to think that everything was going to be a bed of roses for 
Jesus and for them. But when Jesus starts talking about how he is going 
to suffer, to die, but rise again after three days – they don’t understand or 
like what they are hearing.  

Peter cries out ‘God forbid it! This must not happen to you!’ Peter reacts 
badly to Jesus’ foretelling of events – he cannot bear the thought of 
anything bad happening to Jesus. 

But Jesus can’t have his followers trying to steer him away from the very 
difficult task that lay ahead, so a stern rebuke is needed. 

‘Get behind me, Satan’, is hard to read and very hard for Peter to hear. 

Jesus teaches that suffering cannot be ignored in this life and 
encourages his followers that sometimes they too will face suffering and 
will need to take up their crosses in life. 

Another reading for today from the OT prophet Jeremiah tells of him 
rallying against God, saying that he has let him down with all the pain he 
has to endure. Yet God exhorts him to remain strong and constant and 
that he will deliver him from his troubles. 

Life can bring us very hard times, not least in these recent months of 
Covid-19. But as Peter found as he walked on water for a while before 
he sunk into the waves, Jesus is always there to ultimately keep us safe 
in this life and the next, no matter what crosses we find we have to bear. 

 

In this week’s You Tube video, I interviewed Sarah Symonds, a local 
remedial massage therapist. Here are her thoughts on the text: 

There are lots of times when we want things all our own way, and during 
these weeks of Covid, I have realised that we can’t always have things 
the way we want them. God is saying in this passage:  you have to give 
your life over to me in order for your life to come back to you.  We have 
to give generally too in life to receive - and in our faith. Sarah 
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