
Maybe like me, you can find inspiration from such a saintly and kind 
man. He must often have visited this area and stayed at Buckden. I like 
to think that as Great Paxton Minster Church was such an important 
centre for Christian ministry, he would have visited the church and even 
worshipped there.  

How appropriate that we have a statue to him, complete with swan! 

 

Sunday November 15th, 2020. 
Due to this second lockdown, church services are again 

suspended until further notice. 
 

This week’s You Tube video will feature St Hugh and his links with 
Buckden Towers. 

 

The link will be found on the benefice Facebook page: 
@ThePaxtonsBenefice 

Or on You Tube, search for Annette Reed and you should find it. 
 

Both Southoe Church and Diddington Church will remain open 
during the pandemic for private prayer. 

 

Great Paxton church will be shut from November 9th until early 
December due to repair work inside and outside. 

 

A Prayer  
In the darkest of days, Father of light, 

fill our weary and fearful hearts with genuine love; 
help us to meet ever-changing demands, 
putting others’ needs ahead of our own, 

favouring kindness and patience, 
showing respect, tolerance and thoughtfulness 

even in frustration and confrontation. 
Above all, give us the grace to endure, 

that your greatest gift, through your Spirit’s power, 
may never end. Amen. 
Rev Margaret Marshall. 
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Annette writes: 

I am always interested to hear about people’s hobbies and interests, 
and whilst we have been encouraged to stay more at home and keep 
safe, I know some have really enjoyed developing their creativity. 

I recently met someone who has discovered how to knit Christmas 
decorations, another who has been devising crosswords, and a young 
late 80’s who, being inspired by Captain Sir Tom Moore, has started 
taking more gentle exercise round their garden. 

For me, exploring local history is fascinating. The further back, the 
better! I have been indulging myself this week and finding out about 
Bishop Hugh of Lincoln. I have written about him on Page 3 – and he is 
more relevant to us all than you might think. Above is a picture of a 
wooden statue of him. Does anyone know where the statue is?  

If praying is something that is central to your life (and I do thoroughly 
recommend it!) you might well have been praying for a conclusive finale 
to the USA election process. Our thoughts and prayers too for those 
directly affected by Covid 19, patients and staff in hard pressed 
hospitals. As we come into the third week of the four-week national 
lockdown, we think too of those whose livelihoods are under threat in 
the run up to Christmas. These are difficult days for many. But I trust 
you may find comfort in immersing yourself in a hobby and keep hope at 
the forefront of your thinking. It is one of the great Christian fruits of the 
spirit and fundamental to a robust, living faith. 

With love and prayers, Annette.  01480 211048. 
Email canonannettereed@gmail.com 

FOUR  ONE 

mailto:canonannettereed@gmail.com


A Reading for St Hugh of Lincoln. 
Remembered on November 16th 

Luke 19 v 1-10 
 
Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through.  A man was there by the 
name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. He 
wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short, he could not see 
over the crowd. So, he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see 
him, since Jesus was coming that way. 
 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, 
come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.”  So, he came 
down at once and welcomed him gladly. 
 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest 
of a sinner.” 
 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I 
give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out 
of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” 
 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this 
man, too, is a son of Abraham.  For the Son of Man came to seek and to 
save the lost.” 

A Prayer for St Hugh of Lincoln. 

O God, who endowed your servant Hugh with a wise and cheerful 
boldness and taught him to commend to earthly rulers the ways of 

following Christ in holiness. 
Give us grace, like him, to be confident in sharing the good news of 

Jesus Christ in word and deed, putting our confidence in Christ alone. 
We pray through Jesus Christ, Our Lord, Amen. 

 

 
 

 Reflections from Annette: All about St Hugh. 

August 24th, 2019 – 7.12am. 

I was sleeping in Great Paxton Church with several other slightly mad 
people, and what with bats flying overhead and some serious snoring, it 
wasn’t too conducive to deep sleep. Lying on a camp bed at the foot of 
the chancel step, I noticed a statue of a bishop holding a church. I’d 
seen it before but didn’t know who it depicted. For the first time, I noticed 
a swan at his feet. Really? Yes! So, as others snored and stirred around 
me, I googled saint with swan, and came up with St Hugh of Lincoln 

Wow! Obvious really…. and he was holding Lincoln Cathedral. 

There is much that could be said about him, but here are some brief 
facts. 

• Born in Avalon, near Grenoble c 1136 into French nobility, he 
became a monk and developed skills as an administrator. He 
was highly principled and had a conciliatory nature and sense of 
humour – all characteristics which he needed when he later 
became Bishop of Lincoln. 

• Hugh moved to England at the request of King Henry II and set 
up a monastery in Somerset which flourished. 

• He demonstrated his many abilities alongside his compassionate 
and caring nature. He was elected bishop of Lincoln in 1186. By 
then, Great Paxton Church was well over 100 years old! 

• He served under three kings – Henry II, Richard I and King John 
who was crowned in 1200, all of whom held him in high regard. 

• As Bishop of Lincoln, he rebuilt the cathedral which had been 
badly damaged by an earthquake in 1185 and built a new 
bishop’s palace at BUCKDEN!  (Then known as Bugden) He 
needed a stopping place on his journeys to London as the 
diocese of Lincoln was huge and stretched from the Humber to 
the river Thames. 

• He was highly regarded as a shepherd of his flock and was 
known for his kindness to the oppressed, children and animals. 
At one point he protected Jews who were being persecuted. 

• And the swan…., well, it is said that he had a constant 
companion at his manor at Stow, just outside Lincoln. A swan 
rarely left his side, ate from his hand and was fiercely protective 
of him, though could be quite unpleasant to anyone else! 

He died on November 16th, 1200 having undertaken a mission abroad 
for King John and falling ill. He was buried in Lincoln Cathedral – and 
King John was one of his bearers.                                            /Contd ….                                                            
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