
Prayer Pause 

Life-giving God, 
we praise You for the gift of Your Word; 
for the light and life it brings to our lives. 
Through it, we come to know You better; 

we come to understand ourselves more fully; 
and we find the wisdom and encouragement we need 

to live as Your faithful disciples. 
Help us to keep Your Word at the centre of our lives; 

a light to guide our way in whatever darkness we encounter, 
or whatever temptations we face. 

Teach us what it means to follow Your commandments, 
and to walk in Your ways. 

We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen 
 

 
 

Our churches remain closed for public worship, but we are able to offer 
funeral services with limited numbers. We send our condolences to those 

who have been recently bereaved in our four villages and beyond. 

DAILY HOPE is a free telephone service which offers daily hymns, prayers 
and reflections. The number is 0800 804 8044. 

 You Tube services continue to be produced every Sunday for the benefice. 

 Mel Eyeons, our LLM, continues to offer a mid-week You Tube service with 
readings, hymns and prayers twice a month. 

On our Facebook page @thePaxtonsBenefice you can find links to all our 
You Tube services. Anita Bailey also emails out the links and can always 

add names to her email database – you can contact her via Annette. 
 

Would you like to be part of a twice a month on-line study group with Mel?  
Five friendly folk met via zoom for the first time on February 4th at 5.30pm. 
Do contact Mel if you would like to know more: meleyeons@hotmail.com 

 

A Blessing. 
May the love of the Father, 
the tenderness of the Son 

and the presence of the Spirit, 
gladden your heart 

and bring peace to your soul, 
this day and all days. Amen.  
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Greetings to all of our readers near and far. 

I sincerely hope you are all keeping well and safe. 

This week’s gospel reading is the deeply mysterious and poetically 
beautiful prologue from St John’s Gospel. You can read the words on 
page 2. 

I like these reflections on that passage which draw on picture language 
from nature:  

Just as the rain and the snow come down from the sky 
and stay on the ground to water the earth, 

causing plants to grow 
which provide seed to the farmer and bread for the hungry, 

so it is with God’s Word. 
God sends it out, 

and it does not return to Him empty. 
Instead, it does exactly what God wishes, 
and accomplishes everything He intends. 

Let us listen to what God is saying to us today. 
 

I’m sure we have all been moved by the life of Captain Sir Tom Moore 
who passed away this week. If ever there was a human being who 
reminded us that we can make a difference to other people’s lives, no 
matter our age and circumstances, it has been Captain Tom. He bought 
light into our lives last year at a desperately difficult time in the Covid 
pandemic and enabled very practical help to be given to front line 
carers.  
 

We may feel we are too old, too tired, too stressed to bring light into 
other people’s lives. But it’s the simple things that can make so much 
difference – and can cheer us up as well. A phone call, a letter, a smile 
to someone we see outdoors. Or simply telling someone you love how 
much they mean to you. Let us listen to what God is saying to us today.. 

 

God Bless you all, keep well and keep safe. Annette. 

01480 211048    canonannettereed@gmail.com  
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The Gospel for the Second Sunday before Lent. 
John chapter 1 verses 1-14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made 
through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In 
him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.6 There was a man sent 
from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light but 
came to bear witness about the light. 
9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He 
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not 
know him.  11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive 
him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God,13 who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of 
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’”) 16 And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at 
the Father's side, he has made him known. 

Collect for the Second Sunday before Lent. 
Almighty God, you have created the heavens and the earth and made us in 
your own image: teach us to discern your hand in all your works and your 
likeness in all your children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 
with you and the Holy Spirit reigns supreme over all things, now and for 

ever. 
 

A Prayer focusing on John’s Prologue 
Turn our eyes away from the things that distract us from Your way. 

From the attitudes and habits that side-track us 
from our desire to know You better and follow You more closely.  

Give us a hunger for your Word and Your ways. 
Show us where true life and happiness are found – 

In knowing and doing your will. 

 
 

The opening words of the Bible in Genesis: 
“In the beginning” 

 Annette reflects on the beginning of St John’s Gospel. 

How do you start a story? What about the very beginning – it’s a very good 
place to start. And this is what St John does. The very beginning. Mark’s 
gospel opens with Jesus entering into his ministry. Luke traces Jesus’ story 
back to his birth in Bethlehem. Matthew goes further, listing Jesus’ ancestry. 
But John goes back even further. According to John, Jesus’ beginning – 
and the big story of who he is – goes back to the creation of the universe! 

In verse 1, John introduces a person – The Word – who has existed since 
the dawn of time. The Greek word for The Word is Logos. To Jewish 
readers this word was very familiar, shorthand for God in Greek versions of 
the Old Testament. Non-Jewish readers would recognise Logos from their 
philosophy as the shaping force of the universe.  

John writes that that The Word was with God, and more than that, was 
indeed God. The Word was responsible for bringing life into the world. Not 
only life, but The Word brings light, in the here and now, shining in the 
darkness for all time. 

Enter John the Baptist. A fiery preacher, a warmup act, announcing that 
people needed to get ready for the main event – the coming of God’s long-
awaited Messiah.  

And now it all becomes clear as John writes (in verse 14) that this Word, 
God himself, there at the beginning, became a real, living human being. The 
infinite God of the universe was born as a vulnerable baby, Jesus of 
Nazareth. For a period of time, 2000 years ago, it was possible to see and 
talk to God face to face in the person of Jesus. This is what Christians call 
the Incarnation, God taking flesh and dwelling amongst us.  

“No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God, 
has made him known” (John chapter 1 verses16-18). 

Gospel means Good News. St John ends his prologue by making it clear 
that Jesus’ presence on earth is good news for everyone, for all time. 

I find the words of St John’s gospel fascinating.  I have barely scratched the 
surface of the layers of meaning in this text and there are plenty of Christian 
internet sites which can give a fuller insight into the words, though there are 
shades of interpretation. 

But I will leave you with some questions for your own reflections. 

What other famous bible book starts with the phrase “In the beginning” ? 

What does the imagery of light suggest to you? If a person is described as 
being a light, what might that suggest about them? 

John says that Jesus was himself God. Think of some of the stories from 
Jesus’ ministry. If seeing Jesus means seeing God, what would that make 
God like? 
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