
Easter Prayers 
Risen Lord Jesus, 

As Mary Magdalene met you in the garden 
On the morning of your resurrection 

So may we meet you today and every day: 
Speak to us as you spoke to her, reveal yourself as living Lord 

Renew our hope and kindle our joy 
And send us out to share the good news of your loving presence 

In the power of your spirit. 
Amen. 

 

  
 

An Easter Blessing 
May the celebration of resurrected life bring new hope to your being. 

May the victory over earthly death turn your eyes to the promises of heaven. 
May the empty tomb help you to leave your sorrows at the foot of the cross. 

So that God's hope, promises and forgiveness reign in your life forever. 

Amen. 
 

Services in our benefice: 
 
 

Little Paxton Church: 
Regular services of Morning Prayer will continue on  

Sundays at 9.15am. 
 

Great Paxton Church: 
Regular services of Morning Prayer will continue on  

Sundays at 10.30am. 
 

Southoe church: 
Sunday May 23rd at 11.00am: Celebrating Pentecost 

The church is always open for quiet time and prayer. 
Do visit over the long Easter weekend with Easter decorations  

and a come and buy stall. 
 
 

Diddington Church: 
Services will be announced as they are planned. 

The church is always open and houses an amazing display  
of local history. 

 
After a break next weekend, our Sunday YouTube service and our KIT 

leaflet will both be available for the weekend of April 17th-18th. 
 

 The Benefice of the Paxtons with Diddington and Southoe 
“Keeping in Touch” Edition 54.  

   Celebrating Easter Day: April 4th, 2021 
 

 
 

Greetings to you all this Easter weekend. 

I do hope you are all keeping well and enjoying springtime. 

I must admit that I love this time of year in the garden and in nature, but most 
of all I love the message of hope which Easter brings to each of us, of new 
life and hope. Apparently, in the Eastern Orthodox Church Easter is a time to 
tell jokes. Easter after all is regarded by many as the time when God got the 
last laugh on darkness, fear, ignorance and death. But what, on earth, can 
this mean?  A dead man in a tomb coming back to life.  It’s hard not to see it 
as a joke, designed to take our minds off reality. But then, in some ways, it is 
a joke that we celebrate today – in the sense that we are telling a story where 
the tables were turned on our usual take on reality.  

That first Easter morning, nothing is as it seems to be. 

On page 2, you can read the narrative of the first Easter morning from St 
John’s gospel. He tells us that Mary Magdalene, whilst it is still dark, whilst 
she is still consumed with grief, arrives at Jesus’ tomb with other women to 
anoint his body. But the stone has been rolled away. Was someone playing 
a cruel joke? In shock and fear, she runs to two of Jesus’ disciples and tells 
them what she has seen. They run to the tomb to look inside and find neatly 
rolled up linen cloths but no Jesus. They see and believe yet do not 
understand and go back home.  

Mary remains at the tomb, looks inside and sees two angels and enquires 
where Jesus is. Then, so mysterious yet so tender, she turns and sees a man 
and maybe it is still her grief which prevents her from seeing the truth. She 
thinks it is the gardener and pleads with him to tell her where Jesus is. 

But then, the Risen Lord simply speaks her name “Mary”.  

In her exuberance she clings onto him before realising that although this was 
her beloved Rabboni, or teacher, in his new life he is different from before, 
although in essence just the same embodiment of God’s love. Do we really 
believe that Christ rose from the dead?  What happens in our lives if we do?   
Turn to page 3 for some more reflections on what Jesus’ resurrection might 
mean for each of us this Eastertide. 

With love and prayers for you all, Annette. 

 01480 211048      canonannettereed@gmail.com 
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The Gospel for Easter Day 
Mary meets with the Risen Lord in the Easter Garden. 

John 20 v 1-18 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 
So, she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom 
Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid him.’ Then Peter and the other 
disciple set out and went towards the tomb. The two were running together, 
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down 
to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in.  

Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not 
lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other 
disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 
for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the 
dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look 
into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of 
Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet.  

They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They 
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ When 
she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she 
did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you 
weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, 
she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 
laid him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and 
said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ which means Teacher. Jesus said to her, 
‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But 
go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God. “’  

Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; 
and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

 

A Collect for Easter Day 

Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 
overcame the old order of sin and death to make all things new in him: grant 
that we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may reign with 
him in glory; to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be praise and honour, glory 
and might, now and in all eternity. Amen.  

 
 

So, if we do believe in Jesus’ resurrection….  

Annette continues her thoughts. 

What if we consider that Jesus’ resurrection is not simply an event that took 
place two thousand years ago that we look back at today with wonder and 
awe?  I believe resurrection is a principle. It is the way God works.  
Resurrection means that there is a spiritual power all around us that 
Christians call the ‘Spirit of the Risen Lord’  

For me, it means that:  

Whatever we might be going through or might have gone through so that we 
still bear the scars, or whatever fear the future holds for us, Christ’s risen life 
will sustain us.  

Whatever sin, burden, guilt or resentments we may be harbouring, Christ will 
take those away if we earnestly seek his healing.  

Whatever uphill battle we might be facing or black hole of uncertainty, the 
principle of resurrection life, new life in Christ, is always there to nourish us, 
not least through death. It gives the firmest assurance of hope and steadies 
us when fear takes hold of our hearts and minds.   

Resurrection means meeting with Christ’s spirit in other people, seeing him 
at work in the unlikeliest of places – and when everything may on occasion 
seem bleak, hoping that all shall become well in God’s own time and in God’s 
own way.  

We are all invited to drink from the waters of Christ’s resurrection life, today 
and every day of our lives. Whether in life or in death, his followers were so 
sure of Christ’s presence with them, they were enabled to live out the most 
incredible acts of Christian witness. We are invited to join them 2,000 years 
later in acts of love and kindness in our hurting world. 

I wonder what each of you would ask of the risen Christ this Easter. What 
might new life in Christ mean to you?  What paths may Christ be encouraging 
us to walk down next?  

Jesus is Risen! He is risen indeed – Alleluia! It was no empty cry, no joke, 
for those first Christians. it was a vigorous cry of conviction and jubilation as 
more and more of them saw Jesus alive. When the time came for his 
resurrection body to disappear from their sight, His Spirit abided with them 
fully at Pentecost and His Spirit lives with us now. 

He is loose in the world. He’s there for you – for all of us – today and every 
day. Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed!  That’s the Easter message. 
Alleluia!  
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