
Prayer Space 
Father and Mother God 

let us pray that you would fill our lives 
with compassion, kindness, and love. 

May we know that there are many roads to you 
and that your grace, love, and fellowship 

are with us always 
whatever route we follow. Amen 

Contributed by Nick. 
 

Prayer of St Catherine of Sienna. 
Eternal God, you are a deep sea, into which the more we enter the 

more we find, and the more we find the more we seek. 
The soul ever hungers, longing to see you with the light of your light 

and, as the deer yearns for the springs of water, so our souls yearn to 
see you in truth. Amen 

 

And the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

Services for Trinity Sunday, May 30th, 2021 
9.15am Morning Prayer at Little Paxton 
11.00am All Age worship at Diddington. 

NB no service at Great Paxton 
 

Commencing Wednesday June 2nd at 10.00am 
Worship at Little Paxton Church. 

This will alternate between Morning Prayer and Holy Communion 
June 2nd will be Holy Communion. 

 

Every Sunday there is an online You Tube service for the benefice which 
you can find by searching for ‘Annette Reed’ on YouTube.  

If you don’t already receive this “Keeping in Touch” leaflet by email and 
would like a regular email to be sent to you with this and the YouTube link, 

please do contact Anita:  ajlbailey@aol.com  
 

Follow us on Facebook@ ThePaxtonsBenefice. 
Website: https://www.thepaxtonsbenefice.org 
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Greetings everyone! 

One year ago, on Trinity Sunday, I wrote in KIT: 

Sometimes things do not go according to plan. This weekend was to be Great 
Paxton’s Millennium Fest, celebrating 1,000 years of village and church 
history. But the organising team postponed the event to next June 2021 due 
to the pandemic. We hope the Saxon themed celebrations will be even bigger 
and better in June 2021. 

It’s nearly June 2021 and it was entirely the right decision, earlier this year, 
to postpone the event yet again to 2022. I truly hope that in 2022 it will be 
even bigger and better. But let’s acknowledge today the dedication of the 
1,000-year-old minster church to the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. 

Why the church in Great Paxton has this dedication is unknown. 
Comparatively few churches were dedicated to the Holy Trinity or the Sacred 
Trinity before the late 12th Century – but many think the origins of Great 
Paxton Church go back to around 1020 or possibly earlier. 

The dedication came more into favour with Henry V111 who introduced the 
Trinity into the dedication of Ely Cathedral.  

Trinity Sunday is celebrated on the Sunday after Pentecost (or ‘Whit Sunday’) 
and its date depends on when Easter falls.  In past years, Great Paxton 
village people would have honoured the dedication of their church with a 
Feast Week full of fun, food, frolicking and no doubt attending church when 
required. Despite the celebrations being held over until June 2022, we wish 
our friends in Great Paxton every happiness and good health this weekend. 

Puzzled about the doctrine of the Holy Trinity? Turn to Page 3 to read Nick 
Gellatly’s reflections on this fundamental teaching of the Christian church. 

With love and prayers, Annette.             

                                       01480 211048.        canonannettereed@gmail.com  
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Readings for Trinity Sunday 
Isaiah 6 v 1-8 

The vision of the prophet Isaiah 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and 
lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance 
above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with 
two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one called to another 
and said:  

‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.’ 

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the 
house filled with smoke.  

And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 
among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of 
hosts!’ 

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken 
from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and 
said: ‘Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed, and your 
sin is blotted out.’  

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will 
go for us?’  

And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’  
 

2 Corinthians 13 v 11-13. 
These verses written by St Paul to Christians in Corinth speak of God 

in three ways: Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
 

Finally, brethren, farewell. Mend your ways, heed my appeal, agree with one 
another, live in peace, and the God of love and peace will be with you. 
Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 
And the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

A Collect for Trinity Sunday 

Holy God, faithful and unchanging: enlarge our minds with the knowledge of 
your truth and draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love; that we 
may truly worship you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 

 

 
 

Reflections on Trinity Sunday from Nick Gellatly 
Doctrine (noun): ‘a belief or set of beliefs held and taught by a Church, political 
party, or other group’. 

Trinity is the only Sunday in the Christian year devoted to doctrine. At a time 
when our minds are still uncertain as to when 'normal' life might resume this may 
feel like a strange place to focus our attention. But if ever there was a time to get 
to know God, it is now. The teaching of the Holy Trinity is how the church has 
come to think of one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. One indivisible God. We 
are called to believe in God the Father, who made the world; in God the Son, 
who suffered for us on the cross; in God the Holy Spirit, who lives among us, 
within us and through us. Alone among the great monotheistic faiths, Christianity 
thinks of these not as three gods but one God.  

Confused? Well, this is perhaps one of those moments where the peace (or 
perhaps pieces) of God ‘passeth all understanding’ (Philippians 4:7). 

Many years ago, I attended a mission in Scotland when a question was asked, 
‘Do we all pray to the same God’? The answer from Canon Brian Green, who 
had been the Vicar of Birmingham was, ‘I don’t know’. After a pause for dramatic 
effect he added, ‘But I do know, it is the same God who answers. ‘There are’ he 
said, ‘many ways to God’. 

Recently I came across the Athanasian Creed. Traditionally it was recited in place 
of the Apostles’ Creed on Trinity Sunday. It is rather long but here are a few key 
phrases: “We worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in unity; But the Godhead 
of the Father, the Son and of the Holy Ghost, is all one; the glory equal, the 
majesty coeternal’ and ‘The Father is incomprehensible, the Son 
incomprehensible; and the Holy Ghost incomprehensible. Yet there are not three 
incomprehensible, but one incomprehensible…’.  

It struck me that there are quite a few trios in daily life; third time lucky; bad news 
always comes in threes; hands, face, space for example.  I wonder whether a 
rule of three predates or comes after the doctrine of a Holy Trinity? It seems our 
minds naturally look for and create patterns of three in our everyday lives. 
Perhaps that is why we have three Abrahamic religions – Christianity, Islam, and 
Judaism. Each prays differently but it is the same God who answers, one God, 
God, Allah and Yahweh, many ways to one God. 

This brings me to my own 'journey' of faith. I have increasingly come to believe 
that there are many ways to God. I think we can draw from the wisdom of all the 
world’s religions and philosophies to understand the spiritual and sacred circle of 
life so that we may exist with our bodies, minds, and spirits in harmony with each 
other. I’ll be honest, I don’t understand it all, it’s incomprehensible and it ‘passeth 
all understanding’. There are though, three things all of us can do each day: 

• Look for God in all creation. 
• Speak for Jesus in challenging evil and injustice. 
• Live as the Holy Spirit sharing compassion, kindness, and love 
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