
Prayer Space 
Thank you, Creator God, for summer’s warmth and light, your gift. 

Help us to rejoice in the promise of each day. 
 

Thank you, Jesus, for summer’s peace and stillness, your gift. 
Help us to rest in the beauty of each day. 

 

Thank you, gentle Spirit, for summer’s colour, and life, your gift. 
Help us to thrive in the hope of each day. 

 

Holy Trinity, dynamic and loving, we thank you for seasons and cycles. 
But especially for today in this season of summer. 

 
A Summer blessing. 

May birds fill the dawns of our days with song, 
may the midday sun caress our faces with warmth, 

may honeysuckle scent the evening breeze around us 
and may the summer stars shine bright above us. 

May God, the giver of summer song and scent, 
the Creator of the sun and stars, 

touch our lives with beauty 
and fill our hearts with joy. 

Amen. 
 

And the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 
Services for Trinity 1: June 6th, 2021 
9.15am Morning Prayer at Little Paxton 

10.45am Morning Prayer at Great Paxton 
 

Wednesdays at 10.00am 
Holy Communion at Little Paxton Church 

 
Every Sunday there is an online You Tube service for the benefice. 

Search for Annette Reed on YouTube. 
Every 1st Wednesday Mel Eyeons posts an online You Tube service. 

If you don’t already receive this “Keeping in Touch” leaflet by email and 
would like a regular email to be sent to you with this and links to the 

YouTube services, please do contact Anita:  ajlbailey@aol.com  
 

Follow us on Facebook@ ThePaxtonsBenefice. 
Website: https://www.thepaxtonsbenefice.org 

 Sunday June 6th, 2021 
The Benefice of the Paxtons with Diddington and Southoe 

“Keeping in Touch” Edition 62 
The First Sunday after Trinity. 

 

 
 

“For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, 
we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in 

the heavens” 2 Corinthians 5 v 1 

Greetings to all of our readers! 

As we move into June, we come to the very long season of Sundays after 
Trinity. The church calls it Ordinary Time and it goes all the way through 
to the Advent preparation for Christmas! The liturgical colour from now on 
is green which mirrors the glorious colours of late spring and early 
summer. 

These are weeks when we get on with the ordinary business of living the 
Christian way. We have lots of help, the bible readings will be full of the 
teachings of Jesus about what it means to be one of his followers. There 
is nothing complicated, just trying to put into practice the commands of 
Jesus to love one another and most of all to love those people who we 
least like and who least like us. Real religion is about the basic stuff of 
humanity, caring for those who are bottom of the pile, never thinking that 
we are better than anybody else, and trying to make sure that if we ever 
mange to do something which shows real compassion and self-sacrifice, 
then we keep it to ourselves and don't expect everybody to make a fuss 
of us. These are ordinary Sundays for ordinary Christians, but to live out 
the teachings of Jesus is quite extra-ordinary, out of this world! 

Our first reading reminds us that St Paul for all his extensive missionary 
work, was also a down to earth tent maker. You can read about him on 
Page 3 and how important it was for him to do the best he could both with 
his craft and also in sharing the good news of the risen Lord Jesus. 

With love and prayers.   
Annette.  
Tel: 01480 211048. canonannettereed@gmail.com 
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The First Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 

Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture – 
‘I believed, and so I spoke’ – we also believe, and so we speak, because we 
know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and 
will bring us with you into his presence. Yes, everything is for your sake, so 
that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase 
thanksgiving, to the glory of God.  

So, we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our 
inner nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction 
is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure because we 
look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be 
seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. For we know that if 
the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.  
 

The Gospel Reading: Mark 3 v 20-35 

The crowd came together again, so that Jesus and his companions could not 
even eat. When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people 
were saying, ‘He has gone out of his mind.’  

And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, ‘He has Beelzebub, 
and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.’  

And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, ‘How can Satan 
cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot 
stand. And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to 
stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot 
stand, but his end has come. But no one can enter a strong man’s house and 
plunder his property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the 
house can be plundered. 

Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to 
him and called him. A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, 
‘Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.’  

And he replied, ‘Who are my mother and my brothers?’ And looking at those 
who sat around him, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever 
does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.’  
 

The Collect for Trinity 1 

Lord, you have taught us that all our doings without love are nothing worth: 
send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love, 
the true bond of peace and of all virtues, without which whoever lives is 
counted dead before you. Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

 Reflections on Paul the Tentmaker. 

We all know that Jesus grew up learning the craft of carpentry. 

But did you know that Paul was a tentmaker? If we turn to the Acts of the 
Apostles, Chapter 18 verses 1-4, we find that Paul had departed from Athens 
and travelled to Corinth. He found a Jewish couple called Aquila and Priscilla 
who had settled in Corinth as tentmakers and we discover that Paul too, had 
the same occupation. “He stayed with them and worked; and he reasoned in 
the synagogue every Sabbath and persuaded both Jews and Greeks”. 

The ancient craft of tentmaking consisted of cutting and sewing cloth, 
frequently goat’s hair, and also attaching the ropes and hoops. Such skills 
and crafts were passed from father to son, and it was the custom of the Jews 
to train their children in the same family trades. Although we also read that 
Paul had studied as a young man under the famous Jewish teacher Gamaliel, 
side by side with his training to become a rabbi he perfected the art of 
tentmaking. His native city of Cilicia exported cloth of goat’s hair, and Paul 
would have worked with that cloth to make tents for soldiers and shepherds. 
He most likely would also have made outer coverings for tents used at the 
Jewish Feat of Tabernacles. There would also have been the need for 
constant repairs to tents. 

We know from the Acts of the Apostles that Paul, or Saul as he was originally 
known, had an overwhelming conversion experience of the risen Lord Jesus 
as he travelled to Damascus. His name changed to Paul and after a while, 
he embarked on his mission to share the good news of the Risen Lord Jesus. 

He undertook extensive missionary journeys, often accompanied by Luke his 
physician, who wrote the Acts of the Apostles as well as his gospel.  

Paul the apostle and church planter had to have some means of making his 
own living. His tentmaking became a valuable way of supporting himself and 
his missionary work. Not only did Paul earn an income by making tents, but 
he also took great pride in what he did, creating reliable and good quality 
items. His attitude to his work as a tent maker mirrored his attitude to 
proclaiming the good news of Jesus. Only his best efforts would do and often 
we read of the lengths he goes to in his missionary work. He writes of being 
shipwrecked, beaten, jailed, and whipped. He travelled weary miles and 
faced dangers from mobs. 

Paul was only too aware of human fragility and in today’s passage from his 
second letter to the Corinthian church, he likens the human body to an earthly 
tent which inevitably one day will perish. But his deep faith in God led him to 
being utterly sure that an imperishable home, not made by human hands, 
awaits us eternal in the heavens. 

Going camping this summer? Maybe not! But we can all reflect on how we 
can best serve one another with our particular gifts and take the great hope 
of eternal life which Jesus promises us, with us on our life journeys. 
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