Prayer Space
Our small difference
We may not be able to challenge the powerful in the world
Nor have the capacity to divert resources to those who need them
Or uplift communities who are struggling.
We may not be able to silence wars or words to negotiate peace.
But, as we follow you, O Christ, we are able to do something.
We pray that you would inspire us to commit to and act on
the small difference we can make:
may we bring peace through small acts of gentleness;
may we bring aid by small contributions and teamwork.
May we bring safety through small acts of acceptance and consideration;
may we bring wholeness through small acts of care and service.
And in the small ways, O God, may our small difference make a contribution
to your saving work in the world.
John van de Laar www://sacredise.com

A Blessing
God be with us, God be in us
God be around us; God be behind us.
Sow in our hearts the good seed of love, joy, and peace.
That we might be a blessing to people around us.
Amen.
And the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Services for Trinity 2: June 13th, 2021
9.15am Morning Prayer at Little Paxton
10.45am Morning Prayer at Great Paxton
Wednesdays at 10.00am
Holy Communion at Little Paxton Church
Every Sunday there is an online You Tube service for the benefice search for Annette Reed on YouTube.
We will however be taking a one week break from producing a You Tube
Service on June 20th.
st
Every 1 Wednesday Mel Eyeons posts an online You Tube service.
If you don’t already receive this “Keeping in Touch” leaflet by email and
would like a regular email to be sent to you with this and links to the
YouTube services, please do contact Anita: ajlbailey@aol.com
Follow us on Facebook@ ThePaxtonsBenefice.
Website: https://www.thepaxtonsbenefice.org
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Sunday June 13th, 2021
The Benefice of the Paxtons with Diddington and Southoe
“Keeping in Touch” Edition 63
The Second Sunday after Trinity.

"What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we
use to describe it? It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed
you plant in the ground.
Mark Chapter 4 v 30-32.
Greetings to you all!
Hoping this glorious summer weather is helping you all to feel optimistic
and cheerful. I know some folk (and dogs) who struggle with the heat, so
I hope you can keep cool and comfortable.
The summer weather has caused my spectacular poppies to bloom in the
front of the vicarage garden. Huge, red blousy poppies which combined
with profuse Catmint (Nepeta) cause the bees to go on a wild feeding
frenzy as I write these words. Isn’t it a stunning fact that a small poppy
seed can grow into such a spectacular plant!
Today’s gospel reading features Jesus telling one of his Kingdom of God
parables – that of the biblical mustard seed. A small seed indeed, but one
that produces a tree big enough to shelter the birds of the air.
You can read more about Jesus’ parables of The Kingdom and the
Mustard Seed parable in particular in Mel’s reflections on Page 3.
Apologies now for no KIT next week and also that our YouTube producer
will also be taking a rest. KIT and our YouTube services will both resume
for the weekend of June 26th-27th.
Take care and enjoy the summer months.
With love and prayers.
Annette.
Tel: 01480 211048. canonannettereed@gmail.com
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The First Reading: 2 Corinthians 5: v 11-16

Reflections from Mel Eyeons.

Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others.
What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. We
are not trying to commend ourselves to you again but are giving you an
opportunity to take pride in us, so that you can answer those who take pride
in what is seen rather than in what is in the heart. If we are “out of our
mind,” as some say, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. For
Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and
therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer
live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.

Jesus came to tell us about the kingdom of God. But he never just sits down
and gives a factual description. Instead, he gives us stories about what it’s
like. This is probably partly because it’s hard for us to understand heavenly
things.

So, from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we
once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is
in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!

In today’s parable the Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed, which starts
off tiny but becomes a tree able to shelter birds. A mustard seed is not much
to look at but give it a chance to work and the results can be amazing. We’re
not sure which of two possible plants Jesus was talking about, but whichever
one it was it grew to between 8 and 20 feet, so a tiny seed did become a
large shrub or tree.

The Gospel Reading: Mark 4 v 26-34
Such a large crowd gathered around Jesus that he got into a boat and began
to teach them using many parables.
Jesus said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout
and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk,
then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at
once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.’
Jesus also said, ‘With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what
parable will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon
the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it
grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.’
With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to
hear it; he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained
everything in private to his disciples.
The Collect for the second Sunday after Trinity
Almighty God, you have broken the tyranny of sin and have sent the Spirit of
your Son into our hearts whereby we call you Father: give us grace to
dedicate our freedom to your service, that we and all creation may be brought
to the glorious liberty of the children of God; through Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.
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But another reason is that images can help us get closer to the truth, and
stories tell us about things we can relate to. Jesus’s stories are part of his
attempts to create a community of people with a vision and a dream of how
the world should be, and a desire to see God’s kingdom grow on earth.

Two things seem important to me in this image. One is that the kingdom of
God starts off small and hidden. We might not be aware of God’s kingdom
growing right now. It might seem like nothing is happening, especially when
we see chaos and difficulty all around us and we don’t know how things will
turn out. But slowly, quietly, and surely God’s kingdom is growing among us,
and we can see its beginnings in our day-to-day lives. When people look out
for one another, when new hope comes, when wrongs are put right, when
good overcomes evil, these are the seeds and buds of God’s kingdom.
Secondly, this image suggests to me that God’s kingdom may be bigger than
we can imagine. It may be something we can’t predict or limit to a particular
size or place – much like my buddleia. And it may reach further and draw
more people in to enjoy its benefits than we expect.
So, this apparently simple image tells us a huge amount about God’s
kingdom. It tells us that the kingdom grows from tiny beginnings into
something bigger and more welcoming than we can imagine. It tells us that
the smallest and most unlikely of things can be the start of something
amazing. And, last but not least, it tells us that God’s kingdom is alive,
growing and offering its welcome to all, even in the smallest of ways and the
most unpromising of circumstances.
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