
Prayer space 

All-loving God, your hands have fashioned every lovely corner of this 
treasured planet, and the beautiful land of Afghanistan is as precious as 

every other place your children call ‘home'. 

We grieve today with those who grieve over Afghanistan, the people 
who call it home, the people exiled or suddenly having to leave, and the 

men and women from other countries who have made sacrifices in 
recent years in the cause of that country's future. 

We pray for peace, dignity, freedom and confidence for the men, women, 
and children of Afghanistan; for courage, vision and generosity within the 
international community responding to such need; and for tranquillity of 

mind amongst our own Service community and its wider family. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, the peace-giver, we pray. Amen 
 

 

 

 

Services for August 22nd - The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity 
9.15am: Morning Prayer with hymns at Little Paxton 

10.45am: Morning Prayer with hymns at Great Paxton 
11.15am: All Age worship at Diddington.  

 

Wednesday August 25th 
10.00am: Holy Communion at Little Paxton 

 

Saturday August 28th  
3.00pm: A service of confirmation and renewal of our baptism vows with 

The Bishop of Huntingdon at Little Paxton Church. 
Anyone from across our benefice is very welcome – if you could let 
Helen Young know if you would like to come, that would be helpful: 

01480 216255  or  young_paxton@ntlworld.com   
 

Sunday August 29th  
10.30am: Benefice Songs of Praise at Southoe 

 
 

Our weekly You Tube service continues and there will be a link to it on 
our benefice Facebook page and in Anita’s email on Saturday evening.  
 

If you don’t already receive this “Keeping in Touch” leaflet by email and 
would like a regular email to be sent to you with this and links to the 
YouTube services, please do contact Anita:  ajlbailey@aol.com  

 

Follow us on Facebook@ ThePaxtonsBenefice for updates most days 
on life around our four churches.  

Our Benefice website is: https://www.thepaxtonsbenefice.org 
 

 Sunday August 22nd, 2021 
The Benefice of the Paxtons with Diddington and Southoe 

“Keeping in Touch” Edition 72: The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity. 
 

 
 

 From our Luke’s Gospel reading today: Jesus sets free a woman who 
had lived for 18 years with a bent back, and she gives glory to God for 

her release. Read more about the story on page 3. 
 

Greetings everyone 

How quickly the weeks seem to be flying by as we come towards the end 
of August. I do hope you are keeping well and cheerful. 

Perhaps like me, you have been engaging with the emerging news from 
Afghanistan and finding it hard to comprehend the fear and anxiety that 
many are feeling as the country is taken over by the Taliban. I have been 
thinking about one of my predecessors here in the Paxtons; Rev Alfred 
Cane served as a chaplain to the British Army in Afghanistan in the late 
1870’s during the second Afghan War and his newspaper obituary states 
that he passed through many exciting and anxious times. Kabul and 
Kandahar were places that Rev Cane wrote about in his field diary. He 
eventually became vicar of the Paxtons with Toseland in 1892. 

One wonders what Rev Cane would make of the current situation in the 
country that he bravely served in. It is sad to say the least that the complex 
political, religious and military influences have left the country divided and 
fragile for so many years. Our prayers are valuable, but we must also give 
thanks that there is peace and stability in many countries across the world 
and do all we can to promote harmony and kindness in our own 
communities.  

As we move towards September, we look forward to more activities and 
events being offered by our churches and hope lots of you find pleasure 
and good company from them. 

With love and prayers,  

 Annette. Tel: 01480 211048. canonannettereed@gmail.com 
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The Gospel Reading Luke 13 v 10-17 

On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, and a 
woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen 
years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. When Jesus 
saw her, he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, you are set free 
from your infirmity.” Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she 
straightened up and praised God.    

Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue 
leader said to the people, “There are six days for work. So come and be 
healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.” 

The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the 
Sabbath untie your ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it 
water? Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom 
Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath 
day from what bound her?” 

When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were 
delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing. 
 

The Collect for Trinity 12 
God of constant mercy, who sent your Son to save us: remind us of your 

goodness, increase your grace within us, that our thankfulness may 
grow, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Annette reflects on the gospel passage and events in Afghanistan 
 

 
 

Few of us can have failed this week to have been moved by pictures of 
desperate people trying to flee from Afghanistan. 640 people crowded 
onto a US plane which took them from Kabul to Qatar, but they are 
probably just a drop in the ocean of those who feel compelled to leave in 
fear of the Taliban.  

  

As I write, thousands are trying to escape the country with many obstacles 
in their way. We pray for all those involved and for those carrying out 
these challenging rescue operations. 

It remains to be seen what the future holds for this beautiful country 
scarred by so many complex conflicts over the centuries, but the image 
at the bottom of page 2 is one that speaks to me powerfully of one word: 
rescue. Those on board were desperate to be rescued from danger and 
find security even if that means leaving their homeland.  

I’m sure we are all grateful to the emergency services who serve our 
communities, often putting themselves in danger; and each of us may 
have stories of when we had to be rescued when our lives were in some 
danger. 

Jesus’ earthly ministry was characterised by rescuing those he 
encountered, from human conditions which they were desperate to 
escape from. That might have been illness which in biblical times was 
often attributed to being possessed by some malevolent force. It might 
have been some situation of danger such as when a storm blew up on a 
lake when the disciples were fishing. Jesus once rescued a wedding party 
when the wine ran out and even raised his great friend Lazarus from the 
dead when all seemed lost.  

In today’s reading, Jesus rescues a woman who had been plagued with 
a disability for 18 years. We don’t know her condition, but she was 
understood to be troubled with a spirit of some kind. Modern day medicine 
would most likely attribute her illness to a recognised medical condition, 
but psychologically too she may have felt bent over with fear or anxiety. 

Jesus heals her with simple words and action and sets her free to explore 
a new life free of pain and stigma. What does the woman do? She 
immediately praises God and surely becomes one of Jesus’ followers 
despite the grumbles of the religious leaders of the day about Jesus’ 
healing on the Sabbath. 

Christians believe that Jesus’ ultimate act was to die on a cross so that 
we could be freed and rescued from all the things that hold us back from 
being fully alive in God’s presence. 

I wonder if there are things we long to be rescued from? 

Imagine Jesus saying to us the words he spoke to the woman:  

                                     ‘You are set free!’ 
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