
But one thing he did promise to those who followed him was that God’s 
presence and loving kindness would always be with them and help them, 
whatever their circumstances.  The poem/prayer Footprints on Page 2 sums 
this up, in a way many find of great comfort. 

 

A Round up of events for September in our benefice  
 

• The Great Paxton Village Scarecrow festival commencing on 
September 11th and continuing until September 18th.  Guides to 
where the scarecrows are to be found will be available in the 
Community Shop beside the Bell Pub. 

• On September 11th and 12th from 1pm to 4.00pm, and September 
26th 1pm to 5pm – an exhibition of lockdown portraits of local 
families in Great Paxton Church. 

• September 11th – The Annual Cambridgeshire Historic Churches 
Trust Ride and Stride Day. Look out for local riders, including 
Graham Bevan and Alasdair Kennedy from Great Paxton riding 
for Great Paxton Church. Mary Parnham and Dick Saw will be 
riding on September 19th for Southoe Church. 

• Tots, Babies, and Carers Group restarts in Little Paxton Church 
on Wednesday September 15th at 11.00am. Lots of new play 
equipment! Donations requested of £1.00 per child. 

• Drop in coffee morning at Little Paxton Church every Friday 
morning at 10.30am  

• Annette would be pleased to receive any quality pre-loved items 
for the grand Southoe Bazaar on Saturday October 2nd. 

 

Services this weekend 
September 12th - The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 

 

9.15am: Morning Prayer at Little Paxton 
10.45am: Morning Prayer at Great Paxton attended by scarecrows 

 

Our weekly You Tube service continues and there will be a link to it on our 
benefice Facebook page and in Anita’s email on Saturday evenings.  
 

If you don’t already receive this “Keeping in Touch” leaflet by email and would 
like a regular email to be sent to you with this and links to the YouTube 
services, please do contact Anita:  ajlbailey@aol.com  
 

Follow us on Facebook@ ThePaxtonsBenefice for updates most days on 
life around our four churches.  

Our Benefice website is: https://www.thepaxtonsbenefice.org 

 Sunday September 12th  2021 
The Benefice of the Paxtons with Diddington and Southoe 

“Keeping in Touch” Edition 75: The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
 

 
 

Greetings everyone! 

No, you are not imagining things on the page. Above is indeed a scarecrow 
vicar all ready for the Great Paxton Scarecrow Festival which begins on 
Saturday September 11th. He is very loosely modelled on the well-loved vicar 
called Alfred Cane, vicar from 1892 until 1919, who was often pictured in a 
top hat. If you want to see him, you will have to pay a visit to Holy Trinity 
Church this weekend in the afternoon; I believe he is being joined by some 
members of the congregation. There had to be a straw poll to decide who 
could keep him company. There will be over 50 scarecrows to enjoy in the 
village and also an exhibition in the church of lockdown photographs of 
families from Great Paxton in 2020, put together by Paul Ward. 

So, my theme this week is all about protection. Adding to thinking about 
scarecrows are reflections on the strange and often overlooked medieval 
graffiti in our churches, especially Great and Little Paxton. There really is a 
link between the two! 

There are some wonderful passages in the bible about God’s protection and 
the psalms frequently carry verses which evoke God’s loving presence.  

For now, I will leave you with two verses from Psalm 91: 

“He shall cover you with his wings and you shall be safe under his feathers. 

 For he shall give his angels charge over you to keep you in all his ways.” 

With love and prayers, Annette. 

Tel: 01480 211048. canonannettereed@gmail.com 
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Today’s Gospel Reading: Mark 8 v 27-38 

Jesus asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that I am?’ And they answered 
him, ‘John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.’ 
Jesus asked them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Peter answered him, ‘You 
are the Messiah.’ And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite 
openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and 
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! 
For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’ 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what 
will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what 
can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of 
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man 
will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels.’ 

 

The Collect for the Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity. 

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church; grant 
that your people may be fervent in the fellowship of the gospel that, always 
abiding in you, they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, Amen 

 

Footprints. 

One night I dreamed I was walking along the beach with the Lord 
 and scenes from my life flashed across the sky. 

In each, I noticed footprints in the sand. 
Sometimes there were two sets of footprints, 

At other times there was only one. 
 

During the lowest times of my life I could see only one set of footprints, 
so I said, "Lord, you promised me, 

that you would walk with me always. 
Why, when I have needed you most, would you leave me?" 

 
The Lord replied, "My precious child, 
I love you and would never leave you. 

The times when you have seen only one set of footprints, 
it was then that I carried you."    

 Reflections on scarecrows, medieval graffiti, and today’s gospel. 

You might say, why not make it a bit easier for yourself, Annette, and say a 
few words about today’s gospel reading?  But I do like a challenge and when 
things catch my eye during the week, it’s good to reflect on them. 

Scarecrows – they are popping up all over Great Paxton. Over 50 of them! In 
fact, they have been popping up around the world for thousands of years, 
helping people to protect their crops. The Egyptians created them to keep 
flocks of quails off their wheat. Greek farmers in 2,500 BC carved wooden 
scarecrows to look like ugly figures from their mythologies to scare away birds 
from vineyards.  

The Romans copied the scarecrow custom and the Japanese got in on the 
act, making scarecrows like people to scare off birds from rice fields. Early 
German versions looked like witches and in medieval Britain, real live boys 
and girls would patrol the fields waving their arms at birds. 

Later, farmers stuffed sacks of straw, made faces of gourds, and leaned the 
straw man against a pole to scare away birds. It’s more likely now that 
modern farmers use technological scarecrows like reflective film ribbons tied 
to plants – which is shame because scarecrows have had such a long and 
colourful history and many places still have scarecrow festivals where 
creative skills come to the fore.  

Whilst scarecrows were all about protecting crops and ensuring communities 
had enough food, medieval graffiti in churches was all about protecting 
people from the unseen and malevolent forces which might try to infiltrate the 
church buildings. Their carved designs were meant to ward off evil spirits, 
such as this geometric pattern in the tower base of St James. The hope was 
that any bad influence would get trapped in the web. There are many more 
examples of these ancient shapes and letters which complimented prayers 
for protection in a very precarious age. 

 

Sometimes Jesus seemed to say some very hard things to his followers about 
needing to lose their life in order to save it. Certainly, being one of his 
disciples did not necessarily bring protection and safety and many of those 
first followers did literally lose their lives as they spread the early Christian 
gospel.                                                                                      

Continued overleaf… 
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