
Coming up in September 2021  
 

• The Great Paxton Village Scarecrow festival commencing on 
September 11th. Guides to where the scarecrows are to be 
found will be available in the Community Shop beside the Bell 
Pub. 
 

• On September 11th and September 26th – an exhibition of 
lockdown portraits of local families in Great Paxton Church. 
 

• September 11th – The Annual Cambridgeshire Historic 
Churches Trust Ride and Stride Day. Look out for local riders, 
including Graham Bevan and Alasdair Kennedy from Great 
Paxton riding for Great Paxton Church and Mary Parnham 
and Dick Saw who will be riding on September 19th for 
Southoe Church. 
 

• September 11th – The Little Paxton Parish Council Flower and 
Vegetable Show and Bands in the Park on the Playing Field 
2.00pm to 5.00pm. 
 

• Tots, Babies, and Carers Group restarts on Wednesday 
September 15th in Little Paxton Church at 11.00am.  £1.00 per 
child. Lots of new play equipment! 
 

• Drop in coffee morning at Little Paxton Church every Friday 
morning at 10.30am  

 

Services 
September 5th - The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 

9.15am: Holy Communion at Little Paxton 
10.45am: Morning Prayer at Great Paxton 

2.00pm: Holy Baptism at Little Paxton  
 

Our weekly You Tube service continues and there will be a link to it on our 
benefice Facebook page and in Anita’s email on Saturday evenings.  
 
If you don’t already receive this “Keeping in Touch” leaflet by email and would 
like a regular email to be sent to you with this and links to the YouTube 
services, please do contact Anita:  ajlbailey@aol.com  
 

Follow us on Facebook@ ThePaxtonsBenefice for updates most days on 
life around our four churches.  

Our Benefice website is: https://www.thepaxtonsbenefice.org 

 Sunday September 5th, 2021 
The Benefice of the Paxtons with Diddington and Southoe 

“Keeping in Touch” Edition 74: The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
 

 
 

Holy Trinity Church Great Paxton 
as you’ve never seen it before! 

 

Greetings everyone! 

Hoping you are all keeping well and cheerful as we enjoy some late 
summer/early autumn days. 

You might like to do a double take on the picture above! Surely, its Great 
Paxton Church tower – but why does it have a wind turbine coming out of the 
top?  Have the PCC there gone a bit too far with eco-friendly solutions to 
climate change and installed its own electricity generating turbine? Did they 
get permission to take this radical step? 

What at first may seem like something very odd is in fact a trick of the eye, or 
rather, of the camera of one of our Great Paxton residents. The shot is taken 
alongside the river Ouse looking across to Great Paxton and catching the 
wind turbines of Cotton Farm Wind Farm in the distance. So, all is not as it 
seems. 

In our reading today, Jesus seems to be doing something very odd indeed 
when he meets with a deaf man. You can read what happens on Page 2 as 
he performs another of his healing miracles and people realise that he is no 
ordinary teacher and preacher.  

Seeing into the truth of things is never easy but it is so good to keep an open 
mind as we encounter people and places in our everyday life which can take 
us by surprise. Keep an eye open for the many activities which are taking 
place this month in and around our four churches and in our communities. 
You may even find a congregation of scarecrows in Great Paxton Church on 
September 11th…. 

With love and prayers, Annette. 

Tel: 01480 211048. canonannettereed@gmail.com 
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Today’s Gospel Reading 
Mark Chapter 7 

Then Jesus returned from the region of Tyre and went by way of Sidon 
towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to 
him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him 
to lay his hand on him.  

He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into 
his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he 
sighed and said to him, ‘Ephphatha,’ that is, ‘Be opened.’ And immediately 
his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 

Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the 
more zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure, 
saying, ‘He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and 
the mute to speak.’ 

 

The Collect for the Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity. 

Almighty God, whose only Son has opened for us a new and living way into 
your presence: give us pure hearts and steadfast wills to worship you in 

spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen 

 

Prayer Space. 

Loving God, on this day we remember when you opened the ears of the man 
who was deaf. Open our ears to your voice; may we spread abroad the story 
of your love and compassion which reaches out and makes us well.  

Open our ears to those who are lonely, those who are troubled in their hearts 
and minds and those who are spiritually hungry. Enable us to reach out with 
your healing touch to those who are in need.  

Open the ears we pray of the leaders of nations, so that they might hear those 
who cry for justice. We remember those who are displaced from their own 
country by war and disaster. We pray for those seeking a place of peace and 
those who live in constant fear of war.  

Open our ears to those who are trapped in broken bodies. To those who 
suffer from fragile minds, those who have been broken through painful 
experiences or debilitating disease. Give hope to all who put their trust in you. 

Open our ears to those who mourn. Give them the knowledge of your 
compassion and of your everlasting love for all that you have created. We 
remember those who have died and commend them to you. Amen.  

 

 Reflections on the Gospel Reading 

A couple of years ago, I developed an annoying thumping sound in one ear. 
A visit to the surgery couldn’t solve the problem, so I was referred to a 
specialist at Hinchingbrooke. It took him a few seconds, with a clever bit of 
kit, to determine that my ears were full of wax and needed clearing out. Job 
done. I walked out with crystal clear hearing and a realisation I had been 
living with muted sound for a while.  

Hearing is something so easily taken for granted until something goes wrong, 
and we miss not being able to communicate with other people clearly. 
Hearing aids can help a lot, but to be profoundly deaf must be so challenging. 

In our Gospel story, Jesus met a man who was both deaf and with a speech 
impediment.  Having these conditions in biblical times was much worse as 
there were no aids or sources of support for disabilities, as we are used to 
having now. The man in the Gospel story who was deaf and dumb would 
have lived an isolated life and been used to people pointing at him and 
making him feel humiliated.  

In the Old Testament, the prophet Isaiah – speaking seven hundred years 
before this incident was recorded in Mark’s Gospel – was describing the age 
of the Messiah, the time when God would act in the world. He said that when 
the Christ came, “The ears of the deaf would be unstopped … and the tongue 
of the dumb would shout for joy” (Isaiah 35:5-6). 

In healing this man Jesus was taking upon himself the hopes and dreams of 
those who were waiting for God to appear on earth and do a new and 
wonderful thing. Jesus acts towards the man in a way which is 
compassionate in every sense. He gives him one to one time and his 
complete attention.  

He takes time to communicate with him, using actions rather than words. In 
putting his fingers into his ears, he is making it clear that he knows he has a 
problem with hearing. He then spits and touches the man’s tongue. This may 
seem very odd to us and not very pleasant but in biblical times, spit was 
thought to have healing properties. Jesus touches his tongue to show that he 
understands his difficulty with talking. Then Jesus looks up to heaven, 
another powerful action, making it clear that the healing which is about to 
take place is not an earthly cure.     

Then comes that word which readers of lessons in church struggle with: 

‘Ephphatha’ – Aramaic for ‘Be opened!’ And his ears are opened, and his 
tongue released. Onlookers were left astounded. The man’s life was 
transformed.  

2000 years later, are there ways that our hearts and minds can be opened to 
see things in a new light, to see God’s love at work in our lives, in new ways?                                        
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