
Prayer Space 
 

 
 

And the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

Services for Trinity 5: July 4th 2021 
9.15am Holy Communion at Little Paxton 
10.45am Morning Prayer at Great Paxton 

Followed by PCC meeting 
Wednesdays at 10.00am 

Holy Communion at Little Paxton Church 
 

Every Sunday there is an online You Tube service for the Benefice. 
Search on YouTube for ‘Annette Reed’. 

 

If you don’t already receive this “Keeping in Touch” leaflet by email and would 
like a regular email to be sent to you with this and links to the YouTube 
services, please do contact Anita:  ajlbailey@aol.com  
 

Follow us on Facebook@ ThePaxtonsBenefice. 
Website: https://www.thepaxtonsbenefice.org 

 

• Saturday July 3rd-4th 11.00am to 4.00pm: Diddington’s fascinating local 
history show. With refreshments. 

• Saturday July 10th 12.00-4.00pm: Paxfest on Little Paxton Playing Fields 

• Sunday July 11th 1.30pm to 4.00pm: Open Garden afternoon at Paxton 
Place, Great Paxton (The Old Vicarage). 

• All being well we hope to resume Tea and Chat at Little Paxton Church 
on Fridays, 10.30am to 12pm, from July 16th 

 Sunday July 4th, 2021 
The Benefice of the Paxtons with Diddington and Southoe 

“Keeping in Touch” Edition 65: The Fifth Sunday after Trinity. 
 

 
 

Greetings everyone! 

Hoping you are all keeping well and enjoying the summer. I was going to 
say summer of sport, but I know that not everyone appreciates the wall to 
wall tennis and football at on our TV’s the moment!  

On Pages 2 - 3 I reflect on how endurance and perseverance are vital 
qualities for a sports person and how St Paul often uses images from the 
sports of his time to think about faith. 

In our Gospel reading, we find that Jesus, who had just healed a woman 
from a long-standing affliction and raised a little girl to new life, returns to 
his hometown and is rejected by the very folk he had grown up with. 

He must have needed to dig deep prayerfully into his spiritual reserves to 
carry on and take his healing message into the next towns and villages. 

Many of us have been or are still being tested in these past months in all 
sorts of ways. Sometimes we can all feel we just need a rest before we 
take up the challenges of life again.  But St Paul’s great message was 
that despite being tested on all sides, the power of the risen Lord Jesus 
will always be with us to give us courage and strength to continue on his 
pathways.   

We look forward to seeing lots of you these coming weeks whether at 
church services or community events. 

With love and prayers from Annette.  

Tel: 01480 211048. canonannettereed@gmail.com  
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The Gospel Reading: Mark Chapter 6 v 1-13 

Jesus came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. On the sabbath 
he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were 
astounded.  

They said, ‘Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has 
been given to him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands! Is not 
this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and 
Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?’  

And they took offence at him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Prophets are not 
without honour, except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in 
their own house.’  

And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a 
few sick people and cured them. And he was amazed at their unbelief.  

Then he went about among the villages teaching. 

He called the twelve and began to send them out two by two and gave them 
authority over the unclean spirits. 

He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no 
bag, no money in their belts; but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics.  

He said to them, ‘Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the 
place. If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you 
leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.’  

So, they went out and proclaimed that all should repent and anointed with oil 
many who were sick and cured them. 

For the Word of The Lord: 

Thanks be to God. 
 

The Collect for the Fifth Sunday after Trinity 

Almighty God, send down upon your Church the riches of your Spirit, and 
kindle in all who minister the gospel your countless gifts of grace, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 
 

Reflections from today’s gospel reading. 

“Sport, sport, sport! That’s all there is on TV at the moment!” 

So said one of my friends this week as I was excitedly telling her about the 
Euros and Wimbledon. I have always loved sport, but I do need to 
acknowledge that it isn’t everyone’s cup of tea and there certainly is a lot of 
TV coverage of it at the moment.  And  soon comes  the Olympics!  Watching 

 
 

top athletes play their sport reminds me that nothing can be achieved without 
a great deal of effort, perseverance, and endurance. 

I recall words written in a New Testament letter, “Hebrews”. These are from 
Chapter 12: Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders… and let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
pioneer and perfecter of faith. 

St Paul also used imagery from sport in his letter to Timothy (2 Timothy chapter 
4 verse 7): 

 "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith."  

There are other athletic metaphors in the New Testament. When Paul writes 
to Christians in Corinth, he is addressing people who lived in a city that hosted 
the Isthmian games and his sporting imagery includes other games like 
boxing to make the point that winning a prize requires self-control and 
discipline. 

St Paul’s words don’t just apply to sporting prowess and strength. In life, there 
are so many situations where perseverance and endurance are needed, and 
we have to dig deep to find the resources we need.  It might be caring for 
someone; it might be needing to get an important project finished. It might be 
undergoing a course of treatment or study. It might be sticking with a really 
difficult relationship or finishing a creative piece of artwork. Endurance and 
perseverance come up in so many settings in life and St Paul’s words can be 
so encouraging as he faced so many trials and tribulations.  

At the day of the day, for Christians though, the one who exemplifies 
endurance is Jesus. We read in today’s gospel that he experienced rejection 
in his hometown of Nazareth.  That must have been hard to bear, but he 
continued his ministry in the next towns.  

He knew too that the end goal of his ministry on earth was crucifixion. He 
could have avoided it, but endured all the mental, physical, and emotional 
pain that went with his journey to the cross.  But he also knew that wasn’t 
going to be the end. He told his followers that he would rise again to new life 
– that the outcome of that incredible endurance would be something far more 
glorious any of them could imagine. 

If you are on a path which involves endurance and perseverance, I do hope 
that you will have a sense of our loving God beside you, comforting and 
enabling you on your journey ahead. And if, like me, you just can’t resist this 
summer sporting season, don’t feel bad about it! Enjoy it whilst it lasts – and 
it might just encourage us to be a bit more active ourselves! 

Keep safe and God Bless, Annette  
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