
The Prayer Place. 

May Almighty God order our days in His peace and grant us the gift of 
His blessing. May He set us free from our anxiety, and firmly establish 

our minds on the foundation of His peace and tranquillity. 
May He adorn our lives with the jewels of faith, hope, and love; may He 
keep us from all harm in this present world and lead us safely into life 

everlasting. Amen                                                               
Archbishop Robert ca 1000 AD 

 

Benefice News and events. 

• Tots, Babies, and Carers Group meets every Wednesday in term 
time in Little Paxton Church at 11.00am to 12.30pm.  £1.00 per 
child. Lots of hygienic new play equipment! 

• Drop in coffee morning at Little Paxton Church every Friday 
morning at 10.30am  

• Thank you to everyone who supported the Southoe Bazaar on 
October 2nd. £606 was raised for the Southoe Hub Project and 
Southoe Church. 

• Well cone to Graham Bevan and Alasdair Kennedy who raised 
£3,200 to be split between Cambridgeshire Historic Churches 
Trust and Great Paxton Church. Likewise, well done to Dick Saw 

and Mary Parnham who raised £600 to split between Southoe 

Church and CHCT. 
 

Services for Sunday October 10th – the 19th Sunday after Trinity. 

9.15am Morning Prayer at Little Paxton 
11.00am All Age Harvest Festival at Great Paxton. 

2.15pm Baptism at Little Paxton. 
 

• Look out for this weekend’s YouTube service recorded in St James 
Church. You can find it by searching on YouTube for Annette Reed, 
or the link is posted on the Paxtons Benefice Facebook page (see 
below) usually on Saturday evening. 

 

If you don’t already receive this “Keeping in Touch” leaflet by email and 
would like a regular email to be sent to you with this and links to the 
YouTube services, please do contact Anita:  ajlbailey@aol.com  
 

Follow us on Facebook@ ThePaxtonsBenefice for updates most days 
on life around our four churches.  

Our Benefice website is: https://www.thepaxtonsbenefice.org 
 

 Sunday October 10th 2021 
The Benefice of the Paxtons with Diddington and Southoe 

“Keeping in Touch” Edition 79.  
The 19th Sunday after Trinity. 

 

 
 

Annette writes: Greetings everyone! 

Celebrating harvest in our churches has been special this year as once 
again we could welcome congregations without worrying about numbers. 

It was extra special to welcome lots of children from Little Paxton School 
into St James on Monday October 4th in three separate groups. They sung 
harvest songs and read poems. The school have been collecting items 
for St Neots Foodbank and although they didn’t bring them all to church, 
we were told people had been very generous.  

The congregation at the Sunday morning service brought along items for 
Jimmy’s Night Shelter in Cambridge and the loose collection went to that 
charity as well.  

Being generous and sharing our resources with those less fortunate than 
ourselves has always been a theme of Harvest Thanksgiving and 
Victorian newspaper write ups of parish church harvests used to report 
on the amounts of money raised for good causes such as local hospitals. 

In our Gospel reading, we have the well-known story of Jesus saying to a 
rich man that it is harder for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God 
than for a camel to pass through a needle’s eye. You can turn to Pages 
2-3 where I share some thoughts on what this might mean and how we 
might like to reflect on how we use any money and possessions wisely. It 
is a sensitive subject, but one that Jesus asks us to consider as a matter 
of priority. 

Whatever ever our circumstances and resources, I hope you are all taking 
care and keeping well. Do come and enjoy some of our in-person worship 
now that we are very much back and enjoying singing and gathering 
together.  

This comes with love and prayers  

Tel: 01480 211048. canonannettereed@gmail.com      
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Gospel Reading Mark 10.17-31 

As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, 
and asked him, ‘Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ 
Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call me good? No one is good but God 
alone. You know the commandments: “You shall not murder; You shall 
not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; 
You shall not defraud; Honour your father and mother.”’ He said to Jesus, 
‘Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.’ Jesus, looking at him, 
loved him and said, ‘You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give 
the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, 
follow me.’ When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, 
for he had many possessions. 

Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, ‘How hard it will be 
for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!’ And the disciples 
were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, ‘Children, 
how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the 
kingdom of God.’ They were greatly astounded and said to one another, 
‘Then who can be saved?’ Jesus looked at them and said, ‘For mortals it 
is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.’ 

Peter began to say to him, ‘Look, we have left everything and followed 
you.’ Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you there is no one who has left house or 
brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake 
and for the sake of the good news, who will not receive a hundredfold now 
in this age – houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and 
fields – but with persecutions – and in the age to come eternal life. But 
many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.’ 

The Collect for Trinity 19 

God, our light and our salvation: illuminate our lives, that we may see 
your goodness in the land of the living and looking on your beauty may 

be changed into the likeness of Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

Timothy 6:18 

Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and 
ready to share. 

Annette reflects on camels, needles, and our attitude to money 

One of the most well-known Scripture passages about wealth is also one 
of the most confusing. Why does Jesus compare the wealthy with camels, 
and is He really saying that the rich won’t make it into heaven? The scene  

 takes place in Judea, where Jesus has just finished an illustration about 
welcoming children into His Kingdom. A rich man comes up to Jesus and 
asks Him how to inherit eternal life. Jesus tells him to keep God’s 
commandments, which the man quickly claims to have kept. “What do I 
still lack?” he asks. You can read Jesus’ response in today’s Gospel 
reading. The man just couldn’t bear to give his wealth to the poor and he 
went away with a heavy heart. 

What sense can we make of the camel and the needle imagery? As is the 
case with some bible passages, different commentators suggest different 
meanings. The Aramaic word for “rope,” was almost identical to the Greek 
word for “camel,” which appears in the verse. Some say that the word was 
misspelled, and so Jesus may have been making an analogy to threading 
a thick rope through the eye of a needle, not a large animal. In other 
words, He may have been referring to something extremely difficult, but 
not impossible. Other commentators suggest that, at that time, there was 
a type of small gate called a needle. Still, others insist that Jesus’ 
statement was as absurd as it sounds, actually referring to our same 
notions of camels and needles. 

Whatever is quite meant by the phrase, it points to Jesus saying that it is 
extremely difficult, if not impossible, for a rich person to enter His 
Kingdom. 

Money and possessions can have a curious effect on the human heart. 
Many words in the bible are devoted to helping us develop an appropriate 
attitude towards them. In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus points out that 
money and God can be rivalling masters. But is money intrinsically bad? 
Scripture doesn’t say so, although it does say that the love of money is 
the root of all evil in 1 Timothy 6 v 10. Someone once wrote that wealth is 
a ferocious master, but it can be an excellent servant.  

When the wealthy tax collector Zacchaeus followed Jesus, he pledged to 
give half of his possessions to the poor (Luke 19:8). Zacchaeus’ treasure 
was in heaven, and so he was generous with his treasure on earth. The 
rich man’s treasure in today’s story was on earth, and he was left without 
an inheritance in heaven. 

There is much to ponder in this passage and all of us will have 
different resources and varying potential to give away some of what 
we earn and possess. But maybe here is a simple concept we may 
consider. Jesus told the rich young man to give his wealth to the poor, 
not to throw it in the Jordan River. He is asking us to come to Him with 
the perspective that all we have belongs to Him. It’s up to each one of us 
how we respond to the call to be generous 
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