The Prayer Place
Loving God, we praise your name with all you have created.
You are present in the whole universe, and in the smallest of creatures.
We acknowledge the responsibilities you have placed upon us
as stewards of your creation.
May the Holy Spirit inspire all political leaders at COP26 as they
seek to embrace the changes needed to foster a more sustainable society.
Instil in them the courage to implement fairer solutions
for the poorest and most vulnerable and commit their nations to the care of
Our Common Home. We ask this through Jesus Christ your Son. Amen.

•
•
•

Regular dates:
Tots, Babies, and Carers Group meets every Wednesday in term
time in Little Paxton Church at 11.00am to 12.30pm. £1.00 per child.
Drop in coffee morning at Little Paxton Church every Friday
morning, 10.30am – 12noon.
Tuesday November 2nd at 1.30pm Little Paxton Local History Group
meet again in St James Church. We shall be showing the slide show
created by the late Cllr Linda Smith in 2019 for the 125 celebrations
of the Parish Council. Just £1.00 for a lovely afternoon with a hot
drink.
Services for Sunday October 31st: All Saints and All Souls
11.15am All Age Worship at Diddington Church
3.00pm The Annual Service for All Souls at Little Paxton Church.

Sunday November 7th – The Third Sunday before Advent
9.45am – Forty Minutes returns to Little Paxton.
All Age worship lasting 40 minutes.
11.00am Morning Prayer at Great Paxton with Holy Baptism.

If you don’t already receive this “Keeping in Touch” leaflet by email and
would like a regular email to be sent to you with this and links to the
YouTube services, please do contact Anita: ajlbailey@aol.com
Follow us on Facebook@ ThePaxtonsBenefice for updates most days
on life around our four churches.
Our Benefice website is: https://www.thepaxtonsbenefice.org
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Sunday October 31st 2021
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All Saints and All Souls.
Don’t forget – the clocks go back on Sunday morning!

Little Paxton Tower and clock.
It is that time of year in the UK when our clocks go back an hour at 2am
meaning that we get an extra hour of sleep - or wakefulness, depending on
how well we sleep! Though mornings are temporarily lighter again, soon it
will stay darker longer and evenings will continue to draw in sooner. This time
when we change from British Summer Time (BST) to Greenwich Mean Time
(GMT) often also sees the beginning of colder weather.
The UK adopted BST in 1916 during WW1 by passing the Summer Time Act.
This followed a campaign to give more daylight hours in the summer evenings
and politicians liked it as it was thought it would reduce the demand for coal.
In 2021 the clocks go back on 31st October which is also The Eve of All
Hallows – or All Saints Day – on November 1st. As you will know, the Eve of
All Hallows has over the years evolved into Halloween.
Longer hours of darkness may be hard for many to cope with. But the
Christian Church in its creative wisdom has for centuries introduced into its
Advent and Christmas worship, powerful images of the light of the Christ child
chasing away darkness.
But - stop! It’s only October…. We first have All Saints and the following day,
All Souls, when we think of precious loved ones departed this life. Soon will
come Remembrance Sunday and then Advent. But the wonderful message
of Christmas will soon be very much part of our daily living – and if the clocks
going back makes you feel a bit low, just think of the hope and light to come
from the heart of the Christmas story.
“The light shines in the darkness and yet the darkness has not overcome it”
John Chapter 1 v 5.
This comes with love and prayers
Annette
Tel: 01480 211048. canonannettereed@gmail.com
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Today’s Reading: Verses from Romans Chapter 8
What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who
can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up
for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all
things? Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—
is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written:
“For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to
be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who
loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Our Licensed Lay Minister Mel Eyeons reflects on Halloween 2021
Below: The Vicarage Pumpkin 2020

The People of God by Rev Ally Barrett
Chaplain at St Catharine’s College Cambridge
Ally has painted at least 800 figures as she imagines the infinite number of
those who comprise the Body of Christ on earth and in heaven.

Are you doing anything for Halloween this year? I got interested in its
history and found out some things I didn’t know. Firstly, it goes back to
the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain when people would light bonfires
and wear costumes to ward off ghosts. The Celtic new year started on the
1st of November, and they believed that on the last night of the old year the
boundary between the living and the dead became blurred and ghosts
walked the earth, causing trouble and damaging crops.
Later, the Roman Empire brought the festival of Feralia, which
commemorated the dead, and the festival of Pomona, the goddess of fruit
and trees, and combined them with Samhain. Pomona’s symbol was the
apple, and this is probably where the tradition of apple bobbing comes
from.
Later again, Christians got in on the act. In the 7th century the Pope
established what we now call All Saints Day on the 1st of November, a day
for remembering past Christians, especially ones who’ve had a big impact
on the Church. Then, a few centuries later, the 2nd of November was made
into All Souls Day, a Church-sanctioned day to honour the dead. This day
was also celebrated with bonfires, parades and dressing up as saints,
angels, and devils. All Saints Day is also known as All Hallows Day, so
the day before it became All Hallows Eve, and eventually Halloween.
Nowadays, Halloween has mostly lost its ancient religious roots, and parts
of it are too dark and gruesome for my taste. It is important, though, to
remember those who have been dear to us and who have now passed on,
perhaps especially in the light of the pandemic. So, churches still hold
services for All Souls, where the departed can be remembered and prayed
for, including at Little Paxton Church this Sunday. If that’s not your thing,
though, why not light a candle and remember for a moment at home,
joining in with a tradition that goes back thousands of years.
Take care, Mel.
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A Collect for All Saints
Almighty God,
your saints are one with you
in the mystical body of Christ:
give us grace to follow them in all virtue and holiness
until we come to those inexpressible joys
which you have prepared for those who truly love you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Amen

